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Does physical distancing apply at school or OOSH? 
No.  With regard to physical distancing for students at school, the Australian Health Protection Principal 
Committee (AHPPC) stated the following on 24 April ‘AHPPC does not believe however, that the ‘venue 
density rule’ of no more than one person per four square metres is appropriate or practical in classrooms or 
corridors, nor maintaining 1.5m between students during classroom activities’.   

However, physical distancing is still important and where possible we encourage physical distancing to be 
practiced across the school community – teachers and parents and carers must maintain the 1.5m 
distancing from each other. 

 

How do I know school is safe for my child? 
We remind parents and carers that they should make the decision as to what works best for their 
individual circumstances. 

The Australian Government continues to advise that schools remain a safe place.   

The AHPPC advises the greatest risk of transmission in the school environment is between adults.  It is of 
utmost importance that teachers and parents alike maintain physical distancing between themselves and 
each other at school.      

Every Catholic school in the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle is taking additional measures, including: 

- Additional cleaning measures as outlined later in this document   
- Increased supplies of hand sanitiser, spray bottle cleaning products, disinfectants and paper towels 
- Regular and ongoing education about hand washing 
- Maintaining ventilation in classrooms by keeping windows open 

 

What practices do you have in place to protect students and staff?  
• Unwell staff and students are to remain at home 
• Increased signage in relation to handwashing protocols, sneezing, coughing and where possible 

physical distancing (staff and students) 

https://www.health.gov.au/news/australian-health-protection-principal-committee-ahppc-coronavirus-covid-19-statements-on-24-april-2020
https://www.health.gov.au/news/australian-health-protection-principal-committee-ahppc-coronavirus-covid-19-statements-on-24-april-2020
https://www.health.gov.au/news/australian-health-protection-principal-committee-ahppc-advice-on-reducing-the-potential-risk-of-covid-19-transmission-in-schools-24-april-2020


 

• Hand wash and sanitiser available in every school 
• Contactless thermometers available in every school 
• Gradual return to school to manage the student attendance numbers where possible 
• No assemblies, excursions or sports carnivals (large gatherings) 
• Additional cleaning at every school on high contact surfaces 
• No parents/carers on-site – only phone/ email contact 
• No adult visitor’s on-site, unless essential 
• Ensuring children wash their hands both before and after using the playground and play equipment 

(reference AHPPC) 

Additional actions we are taking: 
• Adapting our activities and being more creative in the way that we engage with our students 
• Reducing the usage of common areas 
• Turning off bubblers/ water fountains 
• Discouraging the sharing of food or drink 
• Holding on opening our canteens (local level decision) 
• Stopping any queuing and encouraging safe spacing in our school practices 
• Encouraging our students to practise physical distancing where possible 
• Conducting lessons outdoors, opening windows/doors for enhanced ventilation 
• Rearrange classroom furniture to leave as much space as possible between students 
• Mixing home and on-site lessons for our students 
• Student work being submitted electronically where possible 
• Staggering recess and lunch where possible (local level decision) 

 

What cleaning measures are in place? 
Catholic schools are regularly cleaned to a high standard and this is in-line with the relevant guidance 
provided by the Australian Government.  

As a result of COVID-19, the Catholic Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has ensured enhanced cleaning 
measures are implemented across all schools.  

Other sensible measures are taken whenever appropriate, these can include:  

• Maintaining ventilation in classrooms by keeping windows open 
• Increased access to hand sanitiser in each room 
• Regular updates and education of our students and staff regarding hand hygiene, widely recognised 

as the single most important want to prevent the spread of infection 

Minimum cleaning requirements for Term 2 – Primary and Secondary schools 
Schools are maintaining the same cleaning regime as implemented in Term 1 and assessing the cleaning 
needs relevant to their location.   

The following outlines the minimum cleaning standards required in Term 2: 

• Cleaning and disinfecting of used high-touch surfaces such as benchtops, desks, doorknobs, taps, 
and handrails is a priority for the cleaners with a detergent solution or detergent/ disinfectant wipes. 

• Schools need to ensure cleaning staff have adequate hours and cleaning equipment provided to 
complete the tasks identified. 

• Hand sanitiser should be made available near to school play equipment and students should be 
encouraged to sanitise their hands before and after play. 

• All staff and students are encouraged to use hand washing as a first priority or, where not possible, 
hand sanitiser is available, and its use encouraged.  

 

https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/04/coronavirus-covid-19-information-about-routine-environmental-cleaning-and-disinfection-in-the-community_0.pdf


 

Is there hand sanitiser available in the classroom and around the school 
grounds? 
Yes.  The Diocese has purchased additional products to support our schools, this includes hand sanitiser, 
spray bottle cleaning products, disinfectants and paper towels.  

Staff and students are encouraged to use hand sanitiser frequently throughout the day.  Schools will make a 
local decision as to the locations of hand sanitiser.  

 

What happens if my child is unwell during the school day? 
Your child will be asked to go to the First Aid room/ sick bay.   

All schools are equipped with a non-contact temperature monitor and any student or staff member 
presenting as unwell will have their temperature checked.  

The following steps will be taken for any staff member or student presenting as unwell: 

1. The unwell person should report immediately to the first aid officer. 
2. The first aid officer will ensure the unwell staff member or student uses hand sanitiser or hand 

washing before being taken into the first aid room/sick bay. 
3. The first aid officer will also use hand sanitiser or hand washing.  
4. Physical distancing between the unwell staff member or student and the first aid officer must be 

maintained wherever possible. 
5. The first aid officer should wear their normal personal protective equipment. 

Outcomes of non-contact temperature check: 

- If the temperature reading is below 37.8℃, the staff member or student should be able to continue 
with their activities as normal.  However, if the student or staff member is still feeling unwell, the 
decision should be made for them to be sent home. 

- If the temperature reading is 37.8℃ (100.0℉) or above, the unwell staff member or student will be 
sent home in accordance with current procedure and will remain distanced from others until they are 
able to safely go home. 

 

Why can’t I come on to the school grounds or into the classroom? 
The Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC) advises the greatest risk of transmission in 
the school environment is between adults.  It is of utmost importance that teachers and parents alike 
maintain physical distancing between themselves and each other at school.      

Staff will be available at the school gates to meet students and assist with student arrival.  

Parents and carers are requested to be mindful of physical distancing during peak periods such as pick-up 
and drop-off.  Wherever possible, we encourage parents and carers to remain in their vehicle when dropping 
off or collecting your child.   

Please follow the guidelines provided by your school for peak periods.  

There should be no external visitors to the school site unless there is an emergency or critical incident.   

https://www.health.gov.au/news/australian-health-protection-principal-committee-ahppc-advice-on-reducing-the-potential-risk-of-covid-19-transmission-in-schools-24-april-2020


 

My child has in-school visits from a specialist, such as an occupational 
therapist or speech therapist, when can they resume these visits? 
Any non-essential visitors to the school site should be cancelled until further advice is received.  We will 
continue to monitor the advice from the Australian Government regarding the lifting of restrictions for adults.   

 

Will the school be notified if there is a confirmed case in school? 
If your child or any other household member receives a confirmed diagnosis of COVID-19, please advise the 
school. 

The school will be informed of confirmed cases of COVID-19 if the person has been attending the school 
during the period they may have been infectious.  Relevant protocols as advised by the NSW Ministry of 
Health will be followed.  The decision to inform the rest of the school and any other members of the school 
community will be made case by case, depending on whether there has been close contact with any 
person(s) at the school. 

All other confirmed cases are a personal matter for those involved and they will be managed directly by 
NSW Health. People assessed as being a 'close contact' of a member of the community are identified and 
contacted by NSW Health and given appropriate advice. The Principal will be informed. 

 

What happens if there is a confirmed case of COVID in my child’s school? 
NSW Health will advise the Diocese and the school of a confirmed case.  

When someone known to have been on-site tests positive, the school becomes non-operational and a 
special environmental clean is carried out.  The cleaning is monitored and a clearance certificate is provided 
to the principal on completion. Your school will advise when the school is safe to return to being operational.    
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